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creatures of our own making. Pondering on the problems
of life and death the Blessed One recognised that life starts
in unknown non-conscious potentialities with blind impulses,
and that life's start is its own doing. It is this unconscious
potency from which iffe starts, not knowing its whither,
that is at the bottom of all evil. In his formula of
(kdhyatmika pratltya samutpada the Blessed One has
succinctly expounded the various links (nid&ws) in the
chain of causation' that leads to the full development
of life as manifested in human beings. In the begin-
ning there is unconscious potentiality (amdya), and in
this nebulosity of undefined life the formative and or-
ganising propensities (sams^Giras) shape crude formless <iggre-
gates. From the materials thus produced originate organ-
isms possessing awareness, sensibility  and irritability
(vignana). From these develops self-consciousness, the
unity which differentiates self from not-aelf, and makes
organisms live as individual beings {ndma rupa). With self-
consciousness begins the exploration of the six fields of
.experience (shadayatanas\ belonging to the five senses and
. the mind. The exploration of the six fields brings about
the contact (sparsa) with the external world. The perception
of the external world and the exercise of the senses and the
mind thereon leads to the experience of different kinds of
pleasure and pain (yedaw). The experience of pleasure
and pain generates in the individualised being, through not
knowing its own nature, a grasping desire (trishnQ,) for its
own individual satisfaction* The thirst for obtaining egoistic
satisfaction induces a cleaving (upadana) to worldly
pleasures. The indulgence in worldly pleasures produces
the growth and continuation of self-hood (bhava). Self-
assertion manifests itself in incessant changes or births
(/d^), and these incessant changes, looked at selfishly,
become the sources of sorrow connected with sickness, old
age and death (jardmarana). These give birth to lamen-
tation, anxiety and despair.

Thus, the cause of all sorrow lies at the very source ; it
lies in the unconscious blind impulses with which life starts.
When these blind impulses are checked and controlled, the
wrong appetences born of them will no longer have sway;
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